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To
MY BELOVED FATHER

(LaTe Mr. T. JOSEPH FERNANDO)
THIS COMMENTARY ON
LOVEDA SANGARA
IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED

2@)JT9% SvIR ¢wesy D&

8. cliae Cemrg @O I?o.
® D IHCQWma Ty 58y . G
® 2 ¢ &Y s Vs OB ¢ O

‘o » B 8X o O sl nmseg G
@ »n 23 068 N ewmyI o= 8 6(

S. J.

)




Introduction

This excellent poem " Loveda Sangara’ was composed by

Anthos of Mabhanetra Prasada Mula Maithriya Maha
Loveda Sauyar, Sthavira, Principal, Sari Ghanananda Pirivena
of Weedagama about four hundred and ffty
four years ago. Though it is impossible to obtain any definite
information about his life save a few details that could be
gathered from his own composition, there is enough evidence
to prove that.this Sthavira was the adviser on various religious
matters to the warrior prince " Sapumal” who was the adopted
son of Parakramabahu VI and who became king of Ceylon as
Buwaneka Bahu VI in the year 2012 B.E. .

Of the compositions of this pious, learned and venerable
Sthavira, the following are available :— (i)
Buduguna Alankara (ii) Tisara (Hansa) Sandesa
(iii) Kavyalakshana Mani Malawa (Lakunu

Mina) and (iv) Loveda Sangara.

His Literary
Works

I. Buduguna Alankara (a Treatise on Lord Buddha's
attributes) This contains 611 stanzas of the best type based
on the story which deals with Lord Buddha’s great achievement
in saving the people of Vesali from the three throes of Death—
plague, famine and evil-spirits—by the repeated chanting t;‘)f
the well known."‘ Ratana Sutta,”

"

II. Tisara Sandesa (a message sent through a swan.) This
is an imaginary message of 201 stanzas sent through a swan
from Jayawardanapura to Sri Rajaguru Wanaratana Sangaraja
Sthavira, head priest of Keragala Vihare. &
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111, Kavya Lakshana Mani Malawa (a garland of gems
of Metrical rules) obviously composed at the request of a pandit
named Kivi Gaja Kesara of Gangasiri Pura (Gampola) deals
with tke rules that must be observed by those composing poetry.

IV. Loveda Sangara (a book written for the welfare of
humanity.) This well-known work of Sinhalese poetry giving
the ist of the most valuable teachings of Buddhism is written
in very simple language for the benefit of those who cannot
understand them in their original form. The purpose of
writing this book is explained in :—
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Though the exact year of the composition of this book
Date of cannot be determined by internal evidence,
composition we find in Buduguna Alankara the [ollowing
(In or about lines which suggest that Loveda Sangara
2015 B. E.) was written previous to Buduguna Alankara.
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The last line ** ¥ 2L O 00¢ omog @9 &L e ”
shows that one or more books of this nature had been written
previous to 1his

Considering the tacts that Buduguna Alankara was written
in 2015 B. E. and that the ouly other religious book known to
have been written by the same author is Loveda Sangara, we
may conclude from this external evidence that it was written in
or before the year 2015 B. E.

* Stamzas 4 and 138.  + See Stanzas 609 & 611, " Buduguna Alankara."
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Many editions of this book, which has been used for
Popularity of more than four and a half centuries by the
the book and Buddhist Public with great reverence and

other editions j,yc and by the educators to inculcate morals.

into the minds of the young, exist to-day with parhphrages by
numerous writers, both laymen and priests. But I have fcls for
‘some time that these editions do not give sufficient details to
enable the students to appreciate the book or even touncerstand it.

Abaut fifteen years ago (in 1910) it was decided by the then
Director of Public Instruction to test the
students who wished to compete for the
Diamond Jubilee Prize for Classical Sinhalese,
in a few selected stories from the Jataka Kathas.,and this book,
Loveda Sangara, under the head Literature. As a student of the
Prince of Wales’ College, Moratuwa, I had the good fortune to
take part in the competition, but experienced innumerable
difficulties in understanding some of ‘the stanzas and in tracing
the allusions. Though I was able to succeed in my attempt in
spite of these difficulties the need of a suitable commentary on
Loveda Sangara for the use of students was felt too keenly to
be erased from my mind and this created in me a great desire
to supply this need. I fell, however, at the time that I was not

Causes that led
to this edition

competent enough to undertake such a heavy task as this, Yet

a sense of duly urged me to make an attempt and I am glad,
that, in spite of the length of time taken over it owing to my
inability to devote my time exclusively to this, it has been
possible for me to present the work in this form.

I trust that the readers will take the book tor what it is
worth and encourage me in my attempt by bringing to my
notice ahy short-comings that may be met with while they peruse
the book, so that the future editions may be free from such
errors or short-comings as far as possible. :

Sincé in most cases this book runs parallel to " Saddhammo

Sources, Payana” many stanzas have been quoted

allusions and specially from that book and generally from
parallel verses ,iher Buddhist Literature to show the various
sources and to explain the allusions. I am greatly indgbte’d to
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all the authors from whom 1 quote. I beg to be excused for
being unable to give in a few cases the names of the authors from
whom I have freely quoted.

l am grea'tly indebted to Chitrabhanaka Siri Saddhamma-
My ‘ndebtedness chariva Dhamn}anan'd.;a Maha Stt'lavira of Sara-
napalarama, Walana. for the kind assistance
rendered in correcting the proofs-and testing the accuracy of
the passages quoted or referred to. My sincere thanks are due
to Siri Wisuddhachariya P. Nanananda Sthavira of Thalarukkh-
arama, Egodauyana. for valuable help given in certain matters
connected with the compilation of "the book and to C.
Medhananda Sthavira of the same temple for supplying me with
not a few of the books [ had to consult. A share of the merits
acquired by the publication of this book is due to the late Mr.
M. A. Perera of Panadura who generously donated a sum of Fifty
Rupees towards the cost of printing.

Mention must also be made of Messrs. R. W, D. Salmon
Appubhamy, M. W. Surasena, W. G. M. Peiris Silva and
T. Arlis Peiris for sharing the cost of publication and Mr. T.
Darley Richard Fernando for copying the manuseript and
. Messrs. Agilion Perera and T. S. Dhm‘mabandu; my pupils,
for helping me in various ways in bringing out this book.

May this book containing numerous gems from the teachings
of the Master live long for the beneht of Mankind !

T. A. DHARMABANDU,
" Guru Medura,”
Egodauyana, Moratuwa
Ft‘t‘f{ moon ffu_.‘; f.-',-'r Paoson 2469 B.E.

Gl Jene, 1905
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